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‘Cyclic structure’ can be seen in “The temple of the Golden Pavilion” by Yukio Mishima 
in which ‘I’ (Mizoguchi) decides to live after committing an arson and starts writing his own 
memoirs. The phrase ‘I wanted to live’ has two meanings. One suggests the motivation for writing 
his memoirs; the second one is related to the presentiment of the future after finishing it. This 
interpretation is based on considering the novel`s reminiscent narrative as well as the fact that ‘I’ 
is both the culprit and the writer at the same time. 
‘Cyclic structure’ can be also seen in Mizoguchi`s acts of rebellion when being rejected by 
others. That is particularly pronounced after the arson when ‘I’, who was rejected by the ‘beauty’ 
of Kinkaku, chose ‘life’ because he remembered Yuiko who has been a formative experience in his 
life. This pattern is visible in the Mizoguchi`s tendency to act as if imitating an impulse. It is also 
important to point out that it is the relationship with others that causes him to act in such manner. 
Upon finishing writing his memoirs, he realizes the ‘educational effect’ of the arson and makes 
its observation his new meaning of life. This development leads to yet another ‘cyclic structure’ – 
that of the future unfolding. 
In “The temple of the Golden Pavilion” there is also a change of theme – from jealousy towards 
beauty into a determination to let everyone know of the ‘educational effect’ of arson. The ending of 
this work is also the beginning of a new world without Kinkaku – the possibility of the future that 
remains unwritten. There are only a few representations of ‘America’ in this work but the arson 
itself and its ‘educational effect’ are suggestive of the American shadow over ‘Kinkaku’ which was 
left intact during the war and also the current situation of growing dependence on America. Here 
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ニヒリズムの帰趨について
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